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base. Below this again is a floral design, also perhaps of lotuses, a bud in the middle and full blown flowers on either side. The goddess has two hands and holds in each of them a closed lotus flower. Two female attendants on the immediate right and left sides are seen lifting up pots of water which are received by two majestic elephants in their trunks (not fully represented) and poured over the head of the goddess alternately. The second female attendant to the left of the goddess carries a lotus bud in one of her hands, and the corresponding one to the right, a cup-like vessel, which in all probability is meant to hold the sandal paste, turmeric powder or some toilet requisite intended for the goddess. The head dress of the attendant women and the simple ornaments which they wear are worth noting and point to the modest taste of the Pallava times. The Sn-sukta praises Lakshml as " the goddess of Prosperity standing on the lotus flower, slightly bent on account of the weight of her breasts, having high hips, broad lotus-like eyes and deep navel pit, dressed in white cloth and bathed by heavenly elephants from golden pots which are bedecked with a variety of jewels, and holding lotuses in her hands." Havell calls the picture from Mahabalipuram " LakshmT arising from the sea " and describes it in Chapter XXI of his Ideals of Indian Art. Another of the eight Lakshmls, is Maha-LakshmT who has MAUA-four hands in which she holds a vessel, the club Kaumddaki, LAKSHMI. the shield and the M-fruit (srlphala). A special feature of this Maha-LakshmT is that she wears a linga on her head. When standing or seated on a lotus, with lotus flowers in her VIRA-two upper hands and the varada and abhaya postures in the I-AKSHMI. lower, LakshmT receives the name Vira-LakshmT. In another representation she holds the noose, rosary, lotus and the hook. Kollapura-MahalakshmT is stated in the Silpasara to have six ROLLAPUI arms, in three of which are held the club, shield and wine-cup. MAI1A-Another called Ashtabhuja-ViralakshmT has eight arms, in which are seen the noose, hook, rosary, the boon-conferring hand, the hand of protection, the club, lotus and the vessel.
The Padma-P//ra;/rt mentions eight Saktis (or Energies) of The eight the protecting god Vishnu, viz.,   SrT,  Bha,  SarasvatT,  PrTti, y??rgies Kirti, Santi, Tushti and Pushti.    As the names clearly indicate, these  goddesses   of Wealth,   Earth,  Learning,  Love, Fame, Peace, Pleasure and Strength are the eight channels through which the protective energies of Vishnu are brought into play.   All these goddesses have four hands, hold lotuses in the two upper ones and  exhibit the varada and abhaya postures in the two lower.